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Do the Unsaved Suffer 
Eternal, Conscious Torment?

Rethinking Eternity



#1:  Universalism



#2: Endless Torment



 #3: Instant Annihilation



Questions
• Is endless suffering consistent with what the 

Bible teaches about God?

• Is the Soul innately immortal?

• Does the Bible teach degrees of punishing?

• Does the Bible teach an end to suffering?

• What is the Greek word for “Eternal”?



Genesis 18:23-25 
Romans 2:5-6



Is The Soul Immortal?

• Romans 2:7

• 1 Corinthians 15:54

• Jude 20-21

• 1 John 2:25

The Gift of Immortality

• Matt 19:29

• Romans 6:23

• 1 John 2:25



John 3:16

Perish Everlasting Life



Does the Bible speak of 
Degrees of Punishment?





Degrees of Punishment

• Romans 2:5-6

• Revelation 20:11-13

• Luke 12:47-48



Does the Bible Teach 
An End to Suffering?

• Matt 7:13 - Where does the wide road lead?

• Heb 10:26-27 - What does the fire do?

• 2 Pet 3:3-7 - What is the fate of ungodly men?

• Jude 5-7 - What about Sodom & Gomorrah?



Sodom & Gomorrah
2 Peter 2:6



αἰώνιος

• Definition:  “Age-lasting”, or “pertaining to a specific era 
or dispensation”

• Jude 5-7 - Sodom & Gomorrah

• Jonah 2:6 - Jonah inside the big fish

• Prov 22:28 - ‘Ancient Boundary Stone’, a property 
marker

What about the Greek 
Word ‘Eternal’?





#4:
Terminal Punishment



“… the doctrine of eternal torture makes God 
out to be worse than hitler, maintaining an 

everlasting Auschwitz for his enemies whom he 
never allows to die… 

…How can one love a god like that?”

Dr. Clark Pinnock, Ph.D
Former Professor Emeritus, McMaster University



Life

Rebirth

Death

Hades

2nd 
Coming

Rapture  
Of the  
Saved

Day of 
Judgment

Final
Destiny

Paradise 
Or 

Tartarus

Biblical Eschatology

Saved In
Heaven

Lost Punished
Proportionally

Final
Destruction
In Gehenna



www.douglasjacoby.com 
www.jacobypremium.com

Edward Fudge,  The Fire That Consumes
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Rethinking Eternity 
Week Four

What, In Hell, Do You Want?




